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A Glimpse of Hope 

Foreword by Pavel Antonov, PhD  

BlueLink’s Co-founder and Executive Editor 

 

 

BlueLink’s analytical and networking 

efforts aimed at bridging green and 

social policy agendas bore fruit in 

2021. In the last months of the year 

pro-European, democratic and green 

political forces managed to become 

part of the government in Bulgaria. 

This was possible thanks to an 

unlikely political compromise, which 

allowed reformist anti-corruption and 

green forces to join efforts with the 

Bulgarian Socialists and other parties 

connected to the political status quo. 

What connected them was the shared need to end a rule marked by nepotism, 

corruption, state-capture and syphoning of public and EU funds into pro-government 

businesses and media.  

 

Since 2019 BlueLink had started exploring the potential for bridging the green 

movement with human and social rights’ defenders. We probed the readiness of 

respective political and civil society leaders to reach out to each other based on a 

shared European and green vision of social development. BlueLink’s survey and its 

resulting report challenged their mutual resentments and conflicts and pointed at the 

common ground and shared priorities which could unite them.  

 

This work built upon the landmark anti-corruption protests which shook Bulgaria in 

2019 - 2020. The protests brought together greens with human rights and social 

solidarity defenders, united by anti-corruption and rule of law demands. During 2021 

BlueLink worked to bring them closer in several fields: 

 

1. Post-carbon transition, establishing how EU’s green policy targets should go 

hand in hand with social justice and quality employment. 

2. Climate change and the need to come up with a shared vision of legislation 

which serves equally nature protection, social and human rights priorities. 

3. Post-Covid Recovery, ensuring that EU funds for it are spent in a transparent 

and sustainable manner, ensuring sustainable energy, agriculture and circular 

economy.  

 

Pavel Antonov 
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This effort built upon BlueLink’s traditional line of work. In 2021 We initiated ObshtiPari  

- a virtual platform for civic participation in controlling abuses of public spending in the 

South-East of Bulgaria.  This platform is meant as an affordable prototype for similar 

monitoring tools across the country. 

 

We also maintained virtual newsroom operations through our Bulgarian and English 

language e-magazines Evromegdan and BlueLink Stories respectively. The support 

by the Citizens for Europe platform for this was invaluable. 

 

Experts and activists explored the effects of climate change on women’s, migrants’ and refugee rights 

on 29.10.2021 at an online round table entitled ‘Climate and Rights’, part of the annual Action Time 

Forum. 

 
 

Unfortunately, BlueLink’s efforts were not a match for the overall shift to 

desinformation and manipulation, headshipped by commercial social networks and 

maintained by mainstream media who seem to have largely given up on balance, fact-

checking and ethical journalism. The negative consequences from digitalisation seem 

to prevail. We studied them in 2021 as part of our partnership with the Association for 

Progressive Communications.  

 

Lead by the understanding that global problems require global and regional 

responses, BlueLink supported an EU-wide technical study of the impact of the 

Tobacco Products Directive. And offered targeted contribution to a regional effort to 

connect communities along the Danube river in protecting and sustainably using 

cultural and historical heritage.  

 

  

https://obshtipari.bluelink.net/
http://www.evromegdan.bg/
http://www.bluelink.info/


 
 

4 
 

About BlueLink 

 

BlueLink is a foundation, registered in public interest in Bulgaria with the mission to 

uphold civil society, democracy, shared European values and environmental 

sustainability. BlueLink strives to its purpose by supporting internet networking, public 

interest journalism, policy advocacy and research. 

 

BlueLink's main fields of activity are in: 

● maintaining the BlueLink Civic Action Network - a networking, coordination and 

information exchange hub at www.bluelink.net;  

● supporting civil society participation, access to information and justice, and 

stakeholder engagement through strategic use of internet and other activities; 

● operating a virtual newsroom to publish Evromegdan.bg (in Bulgarian) and BlueLink 

Stories (in English, for Central and Eastern Europe) as e-magazines for ethical 

journalism in public interest as well as the Activzia video channel; and 

● fostering research and analysis of internet freedom, technological and social 

change, civil society, democracy and sustainable development, and shaping policies 

that foster them.  

 

In 2021 BlueLink continued working effectively responding to various 

challenges on national and regional level, related to:  

● propaganda against democratic, environmental and human rights values and 

increasing pressure from counter movements;  

● anti-democratic, anti-European, anti-environmentalist and anti-human/social 

rights government agendas;  

● undermining of environmental and human/minority/gender rights defenders’ 

participation in government decision making;  

● deepening divisions and alienation within civil society caused by social e-

networking and the worsening state of independent watchdog journalism in 

public interest; as well as  

● remediating manipulation and other social effects, caused by the continuing 

COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

To address these challenges, in line with its 2021-2023 Strategy, BlueLink 

operated in three key action areas:  

1. bridging information networking to journalism;  

2. targeted support for democratic civil society networking, public participation and 

advocacy; and  

3. practical research and analysis.  

 

This report outlines BlueLink’s work in these action areas during 2021. 
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BlueLink.net: Bridging Information 

Networking to Journalism 

 

BlueLink continued its efforts to consolidate the existing trust-based content exchange 

and coordination among CSOs, enabled by its original e-networking platform 

BlueLink.net, with watchdog journalism, implemented by its virtual newsroom. 

Developing the new hybrid BlueLink platform that is expected to be completed in 2022.  

 

At the same time intensive video 

exchange and netcasting through 

BlueLink’s profiles on Facebook and 

YouTube took off. In May 2021 video 

journalist Venelina Petrova joined to 

develop Activizia - Bluelink’s video 

channel. With her support 38 live and 

pre-recorded video interviews, 

discussions, briefings and reports were 

published on BlueLink’s channels in 

2021.  

 

 

BlueLink further supported independent journalism and in-depth quality content 

through the Virtual Newsroom and its electronic magazines for journalism in the public 

interest: Evromegdan.bg (evromegdan.bg - in Bulgarian) and BlueLink Stories 

(bluelink.info - in English). Pursuing their mission of independent media, covering 

issues of public interest and telling the stories of the silenced voices, the two 

magazines published stories on climate change, nature protection, democracy, 

BlueLink’s Editor Velina Barova received the 

Bulgarian Platform for International 

Development’s Journalism for Development 
Award for her article ‘Climate Justice for Women’s 

Rights’, published by Evromegdan and BlueLink 

Stories, and reprinted in English by Global Voices.  

https://bluelink.info/rights-and-equity/climate-justice-for-womens-rights/
https://bluelink.info/rights-and-equity/climate-justice-for-womens-rights/
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energy, women’s and migrants’ rights, tobacco control and sustainable communities’ 

development, among others. A strict editorial policy was applied, based on classic 

professional and ethical principles, requirements and established international 

standards of quality watchdog journalism. 

 

Climate change was in focus, with 

issues and possibilities of climate 

legislation covered with the support of 

the European Climate Foundations. 

Stories of cooperation between nature 

protection, human and social rights 

movements were supported by the 

Friedrich Ebert Foundation’s office in 

Bulgaria. The challenges surrounding 

Bulgaria’s National Recovery and 

Resilience Plan and online pressure 

against CSOs and activists were 

supported by the Green European 

Foundation.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Picture: Connection between green policies and social justice was among the key topics covered by 

the BlueLink Newsroom in 2021. The article by Dimitar Sabev, PhD, covers possibilities for high quality 

jobs and work conditions in mining regions. 

 

 

 

Video report on Lithuania's Deposit System that 

allows people to return bottles and cans and receive 
money or shopping discount receipts.  
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As a key communication partner to the 

Smoke-Free Life Coalition, BlueLink 

provided support for e-

communications and online 

campaigns, including the celebration 

of the World No Tobacco Day - May 

31. In June the two organisations held 

a Journalists Lab entitled 

"Understanding Tobacco Industry 

Interference", supported by the WHO 

office in Bulgaria, and a Journalism 

and Tobacco Control Workshop, 

supported by the International Union 

Against Tuberculosis and Lung 

Disease. The two events took place 

on June 8-9 in Borovets. Bulgarian 

National Television’s reporter Zoya 

Velinova was awarded for quality 

coverage of tobacco control (in the 

photo). 

 

 

BlueLink.net continued serving over 121 organisations and 171 individuals in support 

of European values, democracy, human and environmental rights. 
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Supporting Democratic Civil Society - 

Cooperation, Public Participation and 

Advocacy 

European Climate Advocacy 

 

In 2021 BlueLink actively contributed to increase public support for the European 

Climate Law in Bulgaria and to encourage the development of a Bulgarian climate law 

and / or changes in the related national legislative and strategic documents. With the 

help of the European Climate Foundation as part of the project ‘Expanding the support 

for European climate law in Bulgaria’, BlueLink provided networking, public 

participation and advocacy by identifying key CSOs, activists and experts working in 

the fields of women’s, migrants/refugees rights as well as municipalities 

representatives and experts, and engaging them in discussions and actions in support 

of climate legislation. BlueLink also developed a digital platform aiming to support 

climate activists’ advocacy campaigns. 

 

Experts and activists explored the effects of climate change on women’s, migrants’ 

and refugee rights on 29.10.2021 at an online round table entitled ‘Climate and Rights’ 

BlueLink’s Velina Barova presented research of climate change effects on women and 

communities who are forced to migrate because of weather conditions. The discussion 

allowed participants to identify common 

interests and engaged rights activists in 

climate dialogue and actions. At the 

event BlueLink’s senior legal expert 

Plamen Peev presented a Legal Analysis 

of the Bulgarian Climate Law and 

Possibilities for Effective Implementation 

of the European Climate Law prepared 

within the project. 

 

Climate change effects on migration 

were also presented by BlueLink at the 

3rd European Climate Initiative (EUKI) 

Networking Conference. On 24.11.2021 

BlueLink, together with the United 

Nations Association of Bulgaria, 

organised a thematic workshop within 

the conference entitled ‘Refugee Rights' 

Defenders for European Climate Law’. 

https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/climate_law_report_ii_eng.docx_.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/climate_law_report_ii_eng.docx_.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/climate_law_report_ii_eng.docx_.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/climate_law_report_ii_eng.docx_.pdf
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Discussion with participants from the EUKI community served as an opportunity to 

exchange opinions, expertise and experience to outline possible joint actions in 

support of both climate and refugee rights. 

 

In August 2021 BlueLink started the project “Journalism and Science”, in partnership 

with Climateka (Bulgaria), Klima101 (Serbia), Masfel Fok (Hungary), InforClima 

(Romania). Funded by the European Climate Initiative (EUKI) it aims to challenge the 

insufficient and often misleading coverage of climate mitigation topics in media in 

Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Serbia. 

 

On 15.12.2021 together with the 

Justice and Environment European 

network of environmental lawyers 

BlueLink held a virtual expert 

meeting on "Legal instruments for 

better climate policies and 

practices". Among the participants 

were representatives of the Climate 

Coalition, Za Zemiata, WWF and 

other environmental organisations 

at home and abroad with extensive 

experience in nature and climate 

protection litigation, as well as 

lawyers and experts in strategic 

environmental assessments (SEA) 

and environmental impact 

assessments (EIA). Bulgaria’s 

National Assembly, the Ministry of 

Environment and Water and other 

institutions, should accelerate 

efforts to create a clear and effective 

regulatory framework and to 

introduce specific guidelines for 

taking climate factors into account in 

SEA and EIA, participating experts 

recommended. 

 

The event was part of BlueLink’s contribution to the Justice and Environment work 

plan, supported by a EU LIFE NGO grant. The processes related to the environment, 

public participation and access to justice are strongly related to the mission and goals 

of BlueLink and for another year we are committed to these issues as part of our 

cooperation with Justice and the Environment.  

 

 

BlueLink’s policy expert Plamen Peev with a publication 

of Justice and Environment, marking 15 years of legal 

research and advocacy. 
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IT for Transparency 

 

In 2021 we worked for lasting improvement of transparency, civil monitoring and 

established practices and policies for spending public funds in Blagoevgrad district in 

Bulgaria. The project ‘Toward Transparent Management of Public Funds in 

Blagoevgrad District’ is implemented by BlueLink in cooperation with the Association 

for Free Media - Blagoevgrad and supported by the America for Bulgaria Foundation. 

 

We developed ‘Obshti pari’ (Everyone’s Money) - a virtual platform for improved 

transparency, efficiency and control in the management of public funds. The platform 

was created for the purpose of good governance, restored trust and reduction of 

weaknesses in the use of public funds by municipalities in Blagoevgrad District.  

 

 

The virtual platform available at obshtipari.bluelink.net 

 

 

At the round-table event BlueLink’s policy expert Plamen Peev presented a 

comparative analysis of the existing legal framework and practices for spending public 

funds, as well as the available tools for civic monitoring and participation in this 

process. BlueLink’s IT expert Nikolay Genov presented the platform and participants 

conducted a test of its functionalities for reporting irregularities in the spending of 

public funds. 

 

BlueLink’s Plamen Peev, PhD, presenting the Obshti Pari platform to municipality representatives on 

09.09.2021 in Blagoevgrad 

http://obshtipari.bluelink.net/
https://obshtipari.bluelink.net/
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Building Sustainable Communities 

 

In 2021 we also continued our work to activate underused cultural heritage and 

resources on the peripheral and border regions along the Danube River, together with 

18 main and 23 associated strategic partners from 6 Danube countries (Bulgaria, 

Romania, Serbia, Hungary, Croatia and Slovakia), led by the University of Technology 

and Economics in Budapest. As part of the DANube Urban Brand + Building Regional 

and Local Resilience through the Valorization of Danube's Cultural Heritage 

(DANUrB+) project, BlueLink promoted the co-operation, sustainable use of resources 

and wellbeing in Danubian communities. The project is co-financed by the European 

Union through the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and the Instrument 

for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA), and by the national budget of the Republic of 

Bulgaria through the Ministry of Regional Development and Public Works. 

 

As part of the project BlueLink supported traditional festivals on Danube Day - June 

29, in the towns of Belene and Gulyantsi by providing a boat tour to winners in local 

art and culinary contests. During the festival days in Belene, on July 3, BlueLink’s 

expert Gavrail Gavrailov held a short speech on "Intangible Cultural Heritage of the 

Municipality of Belene", based on a study of intangible cultural heritage in the 

municipalities of Belene, Nikopol and Gulyantsi, implemented within the DANUrB+ 

project. 

 

Photo: BlueLink’s DANUrB+ booth at the Danube Day Festival in Nikopol 

 

 

How to find 1000 free beds for tourists in a municipality without a single guest house 

or hotel and can a former concentration camp become a tourist attraction? Answers 

to these and other questions were found by BlueLink experts, together with 

representatives of the municipalities, business and local people in Belene and 

Gulyantsi. On September 2 and 3, 2021, we held workshops in both municipalities that 

aimed to identify ways to use the rich but still little known cultural and historical heritage 

in the region, and to create new opportunities for tourism and business. 
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In June and October BlueLink’s executive editor Pavel Antonov and expert Ksenia 

Vakhrusheva held workshops in Serbia and Slovakia for journalists and influencers 

from six countries who have an important role in the implementation of the DANUrB+ 

project. In 2021 BlueLink and the Serbian partner NKN worked together on a 

documentary about the tangible and intangible cultural heritage in towns and sites 

along the Danube and successful practices for its valorization in an authentic way. The 

video will be finalised and released in 2022.  

Photo: DANUrB+ journalism workshop in Sombor, Serbia. 

 

Civil Society Bridging Environmental and Social Policies  

 

In May 2021 representatives of civil society organizations, municipal associations, 

institutions and trade unions agreed that the National Recovery and Resilience Plan 

should bring together the improvement of the environment and social justice in 

Bulgaria, at a round table organised by the BlueLink and Friedrich Ebert Foundations.  

 

Guided by these recommendations, the participants thoroughly analysed some of the 

projects included in the draft of the Bulgarian Recovery and Sustainability Plan. 

Bulgaria will receive BGN 12 billion for their implementation if it manages to hand it 

over and defend it before the EU. "It is important to seize the opportunity to improve 

the recovery and sustainability plan so that it reflects in a balanced way both green 

and social measures," said Natalia Dimitrova, BluLink's lead analyst of the NRRP.  

 

In partnership with the Green European Foundation, BlueLink prepared 3 comparative 

analytical reports on "Circular and Bioeconomy", "Energy and Climate" and 

"Agriculture and Water", comparing Bulgaria’s National Recovery and Resilience Plan 

and the plans of Slovakia, Latvia and Portugal. It contains good practices, projects and 

interventions in the three key areas that can be used to upgrade Bulgarian’s document. 
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The analyses were prepared within the project "Fostering Public Debate on Green 

Recovery and Resilience Process in Bulgaria". 

 

More social policies and openness to human rights are needed, as well as a rethinking 

of the messages about how conservation goes through justice and rights, said political 

scientist Daniela Bozhinova at the round table on 17.05.2022. She summarised the 

findings of a study of the overlapping of green policies with human and social rights, 

published by BlueLink and the Friedrich Ebert Foundation of Bulgaria. "The more the 

climate crisis deepens, the more the connection with other topics such as women's 

rights, migrants', workers' and others' rights is felt," added social anthropologist Jana 

Tsoneva, a co-author of the report, entitled "Expanding green policy space to human 

and social rights" . 

Mass anti-government protests of 2020 - 2021 brought together various political and civil society groups 

and laid ground for united opposition against corrupt governance. Photo: The first day of Bulgarian 

protests - 9 July 2020. KGG1951 / Wikimedia 

 

Civil society organisations and activists defending democratic values, human rights 

and environment in Bulgaria and Russia continue to be exposed to strong online 

pressure and hate speech in the media and internet. However, independent and 

democratic journalists and media outlets have the power to help activists to overcome 

this problem by reporting on their work and covering cases of repression against them. 

These were the conclusions of an online round table with representatives of CSOs 

from Bulgaria and Russia entitled “From Russia to the EU? Media and online pressure 

https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/expanding-the-green-policy-space-to-human-and-social_rights-in-bulgaria.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/expanding-the-green-policy-space-to-human-and-social_rights-in-bulgaria.pdf
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against the defenders of human rights and the environment in Bulgaria”. The 

discussion, held by BlueLink, took place on 10.11.2021 as part of the events dedicated 

to the 10th anniversary of the EU-Russia Civil Society Forum. BlueLink’s intern-

researcher Fabio Telarico presented results of an in-depth analysis on the question of 

whether the negative attitude of some media towards human rights defenders and 

environmental activists in Bulgaria is the result of Russian propaganda.  

 

People Power Against Tobacco 

 

  

In 2021 BlueLink, together with 

the Smoke-Free Life Coalition 

and the Smoke Free Bulgaria 

Association, continued working 

in support of initiatives and 

policies for tobacco control, 

industry watch and public health 

as part of the project ‘People 

Power: Building Support for 

Tobacco Control Enforcement’. 

It was supported by the 

International Union against 

Tuberculosis and Lung 

Diseases.  

 

BlueLink co-signed a statement of international tobacco control organisations, asking 

for a mandatory due diligence on the environment and human rights. Mandatory due 

diligence for companies is absolutely necessary to achieve the UN's Sustainable 

Development Goals. Tobacco hinders the sustainability of all stages of the chain from 

production to consumption; the environmental footprint of the tobacco industry is 

comparable to that of entire countries, and human rights violations involve severe 

forms of child labor in tobacco growing, statement said.  

 

Tobacco corporations are incompatible with adherence to any human rights-based 

structure, stated a letter to to Emilio Rafael Izquierdo Miño - the Chair-Rapporteur, of 

the Open-ended intergovernmental working group on transnational corporations and 

other business enterprises with respect to human rights (OEIGWG). Co-signed by 21 

groups, including BlueLink, the letter was sent on February 19, 2021, as contribution 

to a second revised draft legally binding instrument on business activities and human 

rights, prepared by OEIGWG. 

 

Capacity building for Health Inspectors in Varna - a WHO-

supported mission with the Smoke free Life Coalition in 

September 2021. 
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Rewarding Strategic Use of the Internet  

 

On October 29 BlueLink gave its annual Free Electron Awards that support and 

celebrate organisations and individuals who strategically use the Internet and 

technologies to strengthen democracy, civil society, European values and nature 

protection. The two winners were Petromir Kanchev ("Justice for All") and Dr. 

Alexandar Simidchiev (in the photos). 

Petromir Kanchev and "Justice for All" received the public support - 430 out of 906 

votes, and convincingly won the Audience Award. "Justice for All" through Petromir 

Kanchev became a media outlet.  

 

Their IPV Podcast is becoming more and more interesting to people who are looking 

for reliable information, and the YouTube channel of "Justice for All" initiative is an 

archive of the path to democracy in recent years, the nomination text said. Dr. 

Alexandar Simidchiev received the Free Electron Award, awarded by the founders, 

the board and the team of the BlueLink Foundation. He was nominated for his work in 

the Facebook group "About Vaccines with Dr. Simidchiev".  

 

The 2021 ceremony was held together with the civic association "Ravni BG". It aims 

to offer a platform for dialogue and joint actions against the shrinking space for civic 

activity in Bulgaria and the revival of anti-liberalism under the slogan of pseudo- 

primitive values. 'Ravni BG' unites about 30 CSOs that believe in democratic values 

and work in the field of human rights protection, vulnerable groups, sustainable 

development, advocacy and others. BlueLink is also part of the civic association. 
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Research and Analyses 

 

Practical research and analysis continued to be a key action area in 2021. BlueLink 

implemented research reports on various issues to extend knowledge of key problems 

and identify effective solutions. 

 

Recovery and Resilience 

 

BlueLink prepared 3 comparative analyses on policies of "Circular and Bioeconomy", 

"Energy and Climate" and "Agriculture and Water", comparing Bulgaria’s National 

Recovery and Resilience Plan and the plans of Slovakia, Latvia and Portugal. It 

contains good practices, projects and interventions in the three key areas that can be 

used to upgrade Bulgarian’s document. The analyses were prepared within the project 

"Fostering Public Debate on Green Recovery and Resilience Process in Bulgaria", 

supported by the Green European Foundation. The strategic goal of the project is to 

contribute to improving the dialogue with various stakeholders and professional groups 

that will be directly affected by the implementation of the NRRP. Key issues, outlined 

in the three analyses, were presented at a press conference on 02.12.2021. 

 

Where Rights Meet Nature Protection 

 

Social policies and openness to human rights as well as 

a rethinking of the messages about how conservation 

goes through justice and rights are needed, concludes 

the report ‘Expanding the Green Policy space to Human 

and Social Rights in Bulgaria’, published by BlueLink and 

the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Bulgaria. It was presented on 

17.05.2021 at a round table, organised by the two 

foundations.  

 

 

Dissecting Online Violence and Oppression 

 

BlueLink’s report ‘After the Storm: How to restore policy dialogue and supportive 

discourse against gender based violence online in Bulgaria’ was officially presented 

at an online discussion on 21 July 2021. Representatives of Bulgarian and 

international institutions, civil society organisations, academics and activists on 

women’s rights discussed the research findings and recommendations and welcomed 

them as an effective opportunity to counter gender-based violence on the Internet. 

https://www.bluelink.net/novini/nasarchavane-na-obshtestveniya-dialog-za-zeleno-vazstanovyavane-ot-covid-19.html
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/expanding-the-green-policy-space-to-human-and-social_rights-in-bulgaria.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/expanding-the-green-policy-space-to-human-and-social_rights-in-bulgaria.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/bluelink_after-the-storm_final-report_bg_online.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/bluelink_after-the-storm_final-report_bg_online.pdf
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However, there are no coherent policies in this area at European Union level, they 

agreed. "The problems we are discussing today do not only affect Bulgaria. The 

challenges outlined in the report and the countermeasures taken can be applied more 

widely in the European Union”, said Sami Nevala, Policy Coordinator - Statistics, EU 

Agency for Fundamental Rights. The study was conducted by BlueLink in cooperation 

with the Media Democracy Foundation, Gender Alternatives Foundation and 

independent researchers. The report was part of the project “After the Storm: How to 

restore policy dialogue and supportive discourse against gender-based violence 

online in Bulgaria”, supported by the Feminist Internet Research Network (FIRN) of 

the Association for Progressive Communications (APC). 

 

 

 

 

There are some intersections in the media 

coverage of civil society in Russia and 

Bulgaria, but there are very big differences in 

the attitude of the media to civil society 

organizations in the two countries, concludes 

an analytical report ‘Demythologising the 

‘Russification’ of Bulgarian media’s treatment 

of civil society’, prepared by Fabio Telarico 

within the framework of an internship 

program at BlueLink. The report was 

presented at an online round table with 

representatives of civil society organisations 

from Bulgaria and Russia on the topic “From 

Russia to the EU? Media and online pressure 

against the defenders of human rights and 

the environment in Bulgaria” on 10.11.2021.  

https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/telarico_demythologising_the_russification_of_bulgarian_medias_treatment_of_civil_society.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/telarico_demythologising_the_russification_of_bulgarian_medias_treatment_of_civil_society.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/telarico_demythologising_the_russification_of_bulgarian_medias_treatment_of_civil_society.pdf
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Improving Tobacco Control in Bulgaria and the EU 

 

As a part of BlueLink’s work with the Smoke 

Free Life Coalition on tobacco control 

policies, Pavel Antonov and Velina Barova 

worked on an in-depth research report on 

use of tobacco products among young 

people in Bulgaria. The report ‘An Unhealthy 

Relationship:  Bulgarian young people’s 

attitudes to using tobacco products’ was 

presented at an online briefing on 

29.04.2021. Between 45.7 and 50.4% of 

young people in Bulgaria use tobacco 

products; they most often reach for 

traditional cigarettes, but new heated 

tobacco products are playing an increasing 

role in "stocking" them as smokers, the 

research concluded.  

 

At the end of the year BlueLink’s experts started working on an investigative project 

focusing on tobacco industry sponsorship practices, influencing medical experts, 

think-tanks, patients’ organisations and media, and eventually - state policies on public 

health and tobacco control. BlueLink worked together with the Smoke Free Life 

Coalition and the Smoke Free Bulgaria Association, supported by the International 

Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases.  

 

In 2021 was presented also the Final Report: 

Support study to the report on the  application 

of Directive 2014/40/EU - an external 

supporting study aiming to gather evidence 

on the effectiveness, applicability and 

coherence of the EU Tobacco Products 

Directive 2014/40. It was assigned by the 

Directorate-General for Health and Food 

Safety of the European Commission. It was 

conducted by a consortium of consulting firms 

ICF S.A. and Rand Europe. Leading 

scientists from Kings College in London also 

took part in the consortium. Co-authors from 

BlueLink were Pavel Antonov and Plamen 

Peev. 

https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/tobacco-and-young-people-report-2021.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/tobacco-and-young-people-report-2021.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/tobacco-and-young-people-report-2021.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/ew0221633enn.en_.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/ew0221633enn.en_.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/ew0221633enn.en_.pdf
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Legal Analysis of Climate Legislation 

 

Bulgaria's Climate Change Mitigation Act is one of the first such acts in Europe. 

However, it requires improvements to meet today's European Union efforts to achieve 

carbon neutrality, shows a Legal Analysis of the Bulgarian Climate Law and 

Possibilities for Effective Implementation of the European Climate Law. The analysis 

was prepared by BlueLink’s senior legal expert Plamen Peev within the project 

‘Expanding support for European climate law in Bulgaria’, supported by the European 

Climate Foundation.  

 

Digital rights for environmental justice 

 

In 2021 Peev authored an issue brief “Environmental justice and digital rights: 

exploring the potential for interplay and mutual reinforcement for better governance” 

as part of BlueLink’s cooperation with the global Association for Progressive 

Communications (APC). The brief studied the environmental governance principles 

and processes from the perspective of their contributions to governance of the internet 

and digital technologies, drawing on the experiences and work of APC network. The 

brief also focused on the “access rights” outlined in Principle 10 of the Rio Declaration: 

Access to information; Access to Public Participation in Decision-Making; and Access 

to Justice and on relevant environmental policy principles that could reinforce good 

internet governance. 

 

https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/climate_law_report_ii_eng.docx_.pdf
https://www.bluelink.net/files/attachments/climate_law_report_ii_eng.docx_.pdf
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Organisational Development 
 

In 2021 the team of BlueLink consisted of: Pavel Antonov, Executive Editor; Velina 

Barova, Editor; Zoya Borisova, Administrator; Natalia Dimitrova-Popova, Sustainable 

Development Project's Lead; Ksenia Vakhrusheva, Projects Manager, Sustainable 

Development and EU-Russia; Venelina Petrova, Video coordinator; Gavrail Gavrailov, 

Journalist; Kristina Stamatova, Project coordinator; Plamen Peev, Senior Legal 

Expert; and Nikolai Genov - responsible for the technological infrastructure of the 

BlueLink websites. 

A team management retreat was held in St. Konstanin and Elena in September 2021 

 

BlueLinks’ Board, elected in 2020, was registered in March 2021 as follows:  

● Milena Dimitrova, Chair of the Board and legal representative, 

● Pavel Antonov, Executive Editor and authorised representative,  

● Natalia Dimitrova-Popova, and  

● Willem Tjebbe Oostenbrink.  

 

The Board held 4 meetings through 2021. 

 

The BlueLink Foundation was registered under Bulgaria’s Non-for-profit Organisations 

Act in 1999 as a legal entity in public interest. The network has been working for a 

democratic, civil and environmentally friendly society through the free exchange of 
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information on the Internet since 1998. Co-founders of BlueLink.net are: ECO-CLUB 

2000 – Sofia; Public Center for Environment and Sustainable Development – Varna; 

Za Zemiata/Friends of the Earth Europe; Centre for Environmental Education and 

Information – Sofia; Balkani Wildlife Nature Conservation Society - Sofia; Geo Eco 

Club Academica  Veliko Tarnovo; Terra Environmental Association – Blagoevgrad; 

Semperviva – Pernik; Pavel Antonov, PhD; Vassil Beyazov, Dipl. Arch; and Willem 

Tjebbe Oostenbrink. BlueLink’s Council of Founders met in May 2021. 

 

Donors and Partners 

 

We extend sincere gratitude to the following sources of financial support to 

BlueLink’s mission in 2021: 

● America for Bulgaria Foundation; 

● Association for Progressive Communications; 

● Bulgarian fund for women / Ravni BG; 

● Citizens for Europe; 

● EC LIFE + Programme; 

● EC Danube Transnational Programme; 

● European Climate Foundation; 

● EU-Russia Civil Society Forum; 

● Feminist Internet Research Network at APC; 

● Friedrich Ebert Foundation - Bulgaria; 

● German Corporation for International Cooperation GmbH (GIZ); 

● Green European Foundation; 

● Smoke-Free Life Coalition; and 

● to our individual donors.  
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BlueLink Foundation 2021 

Income by sources in BGN 

Source Income 
% of total 
income 

Reserve 01.01.2021 4960.63 1.48% 

Reserve 01.01.2021 America for Bulgaria Foundation 37 314.00 11.10% 

Danube Transnational Programme - DANUrB+ project 61 676.07 18.35% 

ЕC - LIFE Programme via Justice & Environment 27 300.00 8.12% 

European Climate Foundation 91 266.44 27.16% 

GIZ /EUKI 44 884.50 13.36% 

Green European Foundation 13 616.75 4.05% 

Friedrich Ebert Foundation 8214.49 2.44% 

Association for Progressive Communications 7520.78 2.24% 

Smoke Free Life Coalition 30 233.00 9.00% 

Bulgarian Fund for Women / RavniBG 500.00 0.15% 

For the Earth Association 293.37 0.09% 

Center for Sustainable Communities Development 488.95 0.15% 

Bank taxes refunded 108.20 0.03% 

Donations 7695.82 2.29% 

TOTAL 336 073.00 100.00% 

 

 

BlueLink Foundation 2021 

Distribution of expenditure by Strategy Key Action Areas in BGN 

Areas Expenditure 
% of total 
expenditure 

Journalism in public interest 41 059.55 12.22% 

Public participation / Access to justice 44 667.12 13.29% 

E-communications for civil society 21 833.21 6.50% 

Promoting networks and partnerships 146 621.79 43.63% 

Research 21 861.36 6.50% 

Administrrative costs 35 062.88 10.43% 

Reserve for 2022 24 967.09 7.43% 

TOTAL 336 073.00 100.00% 
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Another Important Thing 
 

In order to continue our mission in support of democracy, civil society, European 

values and environmental protection, we need autonomy. You can become part of 

BlueLink's actions by supporting a project of your choice with a donation of a size that 

suits you or with voluntary work.  

 

Donate by bank transfer to the account of the BlueLink Foundation in United Bulgarian 

Bank, IBAN BG90UBBS80021081496840, SWIFT: UBBSBGSF. BlueLink accepts 

funds only if there is full confidence that the methods of earning and acquiring them, 

as well as the goals of the donors, do not contradict the ideal goals of BlueLink.net.  

 

Fifteen minutes a day! Your experience and skills are always useful: as an author, 

translator, research assistant, marketing or legal specialist, ecologist, sociologist or 

just a person. You just have to have the time and desire to change.  

 

For contacts related to donations, financial or other support for our activities, or just to 

learn what we do and how to join, write to office@bluelink.net or call +359 888 704661.  

 

In October 2021 BlueLink’s team took part in the annual initiative to clean up the trash from the Karadere 

beach. 
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BlueLink's team at DANUrB+ journalism capacity building workshop in Sombor, June 2021 
 

Be BlueLink’s friend! 

 

Join our community of supporters and likeminded world changers on Facebook in the 

group “BlueLink Friends * Приятели на БлуЛинк” and learn everything that there is to 

know about BlueLink and our activities. 

https://www.facebook.com/DANubeUrbanBrand/?__tn__=kK*F
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2341822596049848/


BlueLink Foundation
257 Sl ivni tsa blvd.  
1202 Sof ia,  Bulgar ia
t :  +359 888 704 661
e: of f ice@bluel ink.net
www.bluelink.net/en


