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In  2020  the  COVID-19  pandemic  physically  

separated people and  in  no  time  changed  the  agenda  

of institutions and civil society. Key issues  as 

discrimination, rights violations, pressure, hate  speech 

and violence, silencing civil voices and environmental 

concerns  however  didn’t  disappeared  but  deepened.  In 

time of physical distance strategic use  of  the  Internet 

and ICTs proved to be essential for the civil society 

organisations and activists in pursuing their missions. 

 

But while the  Covid-related  isolation  dictates  the  use 

of safer, sensitive, trust-based networking channels, 

commercial social networks’ data-mining and artificial 

intelligence based business models undermine 

democracies, trust and solidarity. Discourses denying 

European values and questioning democracy, social 

solidarity and equality principles, are aggressively 

imposed by  mass  media  -  largely  captured  and 

controlled  by  oligarchic  circles.  Shrinking  democratic 

space and undermining of European values take place 

regionally,  with  perpetrators  replicating  methods 

across countries. 

 
To  address  these  challenges,  over  the  past   year 

BlueLink  has  continued  to  promote  strategic  networks 

and partnerships between  different  sectors  of 

progressive civil  society  and   support   civic 

participation in decision-making and access to justice, 

while the BlueLink expert team continued to work on 

research  to  deepen  knowledge  on   the   identified 

problems  and  find  effective  solutions  to  them.   The 

virtual newsroom continued to be a source of in-depth 

journalistic  content  in  the   public   interest.   However, 

first steps in consolidating  it  with  the  existing  trust- 

based platform for direct content exchange and co- 

ordination among CSOs were made. ⬧ 

BlueLink is a foundation, 

registered in public 

interest in Bulgaria with 

the mission to uphold 

civil society, democracy, 

shared European values 

and environmental 

sustainability. BlueLink 

strives to its purpose by 

supporting internet 

networking, public 

interest journalism, 

policy advocacy and 

research. 

 

BlueLink's main fields of 

activity are in: 

 

- maintaining the 

BlueLink Civic Action 

Network - a networking, 

coordination and 

information exchange hub 

at www.bluelink.net; 

 

- supporting civil society 

participation, access to 

information and justice, 

and stakeholder 

engagement through 

strategic use of internet 

and  other activities; 

 

- operating a virtual 

newsroom to publish 

Evromegdan (in Bulgarian) 

and BlueLink Stories (in 

English, for Central and 

Eastern Europe) as e- 

magazines for ethical 

journalism in public 

interest; and 

 

- fostering research and 

analysis of internet 

freedom, technological and 

social change, civil society, 

democracy and sustainable 

development, and shaping 

policies that foster them.⬧ 



 
 

 

 

BRIDGING INFORMATION 

NETWORKING TO JOURNALISM 
 

BlueLink continued its efforts to support 

independent journalism and in-depth quality 

content  through  the  BlueLink   Virtual 

Newsroom  and  the  two  electronic   magazines 

for journalism  in  the  public  interest: 

Evromegdan  (evromegdan.bg)  and   the 

regional BlueLink Stories (bluelink.info). 

Pursuing their mission of independent media, 

covering  issues  of  public  interest  and   telling 

the stories of the silenced voices, the two 

magazines offered 23 stories on human and 

women’s rights, discrimination, freedom of 

speech, environment  protection,  among 

others. The articles in  both  editions  were 

prepared  and  published   in   line   with 

BlueLink's  strict  editorial  policy,  based   on 

classic professional and ethical principles, 

requirements and  formats  of  quality 

journalism, such as those adopted by The 

Guardian  in  the  press  or  the  BBC  in  the  field 

of electronic media. 

 
Meanwhile the civic action network at 

bluelink.net  continued   serving   as   a   platform 

for the trust-based network of civil society 

organisations   and    activists    working    in 

support   of    European    values,    democracy, 

human and environmental  rights,   gathering 

about 118 organisations and 172 individuals at 

the end of 2020. ⬧ 

 

 

 
 

E-NETWORKING AND 

JOURNALISM FOR CIVIC ACTION 

 

In November 2020 we made the first 

steps to a new direction, aiming to  

support  these  civic actors in 

Bulgaria. BlueLink will consolidate 

the existing trust- based platform for 

direct content exchange and 

coordination among CSOs and the 

virtual newsroom for watchdog 

journalism in a hybrid platform, 

employing intensively video 

exchange and netcasting. The 

transformation was supported by 

‘Citizens For Europe’ - a community 

of engaged European citizens from 

NGOs, foundations, media, public 

authorities, willing to expand their 

networks, share resources and 

exchange good practices. It also 

serves as a networking platform with 

hundreds of organisations and 

initiatives throughout Europe. ⬧ 



 
 

 

 

 

 

DANUBE STORIES 

 
In 2020 BlueLink joined a partner   consortium   of   19   key   and   23   associate   partners from 

6 countries aiming to help local people in peripheral border and economically underdeveloped  

areas along the   Danube   to   take   advantage   of   rich   cultural   and historical heritage   that   

offers   opportunities   for   tourism   and   business.   The   activities are part of the project DANube 

Urban Brand + Building Regional and Local Resilience through the Valorization  of Danube's 

Cultural Heritage (DANUrB +)   with   financial support    from    the    EU    Danube    

Transnational    Cooperation    Program    2014-2020. BlueLink will support the 

implementation  of project goals by organizing 6   regional seminars for journalists  in the 

project countries and creating a   documentary  film   to present   the   cultural   heritage   in   

peripheral   regions    along    the    Danube    and    the potential for local economies created by the 

preservation  and   development  of   that heritage. ⬧ 

 

 

 

 
STRONGER TOGETHER 

 
To  enrich  its  work  in  support  of  independent   journalism   on   a   regional   level, BlueLink 

joined two international networks working in this field. 

 

In April BlueLink joined the Anti-Disinformation  Network  for  the  Balkans  (ADN- Balkans). 

It serves as the basis  of  a  cooperation  between  civil  society  organizations, media  outlets,  

educational  institutions  and  all  other   relevant   stakeholders  with   a goal of forming a  

wide  front  on  countering  disinformation  through  affirmation  of the  highest  standards  

of   fact-checking   and   all   other   ethical   principles   of professional journalism, as well 

as promoting media literacy and critical thinking. 

 

In May  BlueLink  became  a  member  of  the  European  Center  for  Press  and  Media Freedom 

(ECPMF)  -  a  non-profit  organisation  with  the  mission  to  promote,  preserve and defend 

media freedom. Its vision is a society where media freedom  enables  open discourse  and  

everyone  can  seek,  receive  and   impart   information.   “Joining   the ECPMF is an important 

step for BlueLink in its support of watchdog journalism and independent critical  voices  and  

an  opportunity  to  further  develop  our  work  in  the field. It is in line  with  BlueLink’s  

midterm  strategy”,  said  BlueLink’s  Executive  Editor Pavel Antonov. ⬧ 



 
 

 

 

TARGETED SUPPORT FOR DEMOCRATIC  

CIVIL  SOCIETY NETWORKING, PUBLIC 

PARTICIPATION AND ADVOCACY 
In 2020 BlueLink continued its partnership with the   Justice   and   Environment network that 

brings together 14 organizations  of lawyers working on environmental  issues in Europe.  The 

activities  BlueLink  is  involved  in  for  the  period  2017-2021  are  related  to the 

implementation  of the Aarhus Convention and particularly  overcoming barriers to access to 

justice and the implementation  of environmental  assessments,  and   climate policy and law.⬧ 

 
 

 
TIME FOR ACTION! 

 

The  2020  edition  of  BlueLink’s  annual  Action  Time  Forum  took  part  online  on November  

10.  The   half-day   forum   gathered   activists,   experts   and   state administration  

representatives  for  experience   sharing,   networking   and   action planning  on  issues  and  

challenges  of  importance  for  civil  society  organizations defending the  environment,  human  

rights  and  core  EU  values.  Two  round  tables focused  on  cases  of  strategic   litigation   

against   public   participation  in   Bulgaria   and on administrative  pressure  against  civil  

society.  Participants  shared  some  worrying cases  of  such  attacks  against  the  civil  sector  

in   Bulgaria   but   also   discussed possibilities  for  cooperation  to  find  solutions.  The  event   

was   organised   in partnership  with  the  Justice  and  Environment  network  as  part  of  its  

work   plan funded by the European Union through its LIFE NGO Grants funding scheme.⬧ 



 
 

 
 

FREE ELECTRONS 

At  the  end  of  the  Action  Time  Forum  on 

November 10,  BlueLink  gave  its  annual  Free 

Electron Awards that support and celebrate 

organizations and individuals who  

strategically use the Internet and technologies 

to strengthen democracy,  civil  society,  European  

values  and nature  protection.  Two  of  the  

seven   nominees won  the  popular  vote  with  

equal  numbers   of votes: Yvo Bojkov, a journalist 

who publishes live videos  of  events  of  public  

interest,  and  Toest.bg  - a young independent 

online media that publishes analytical  articles  on  

topics  of  public  interest, funded only by its 

readers. The award, given by BlueLink's  

founders,  board  and   team,   was   given to  

Dimitar  Kumanov  - a   renowned   activist 

working  to  save  rivers  in  Bulgaria.   The   civil 

society organization  he  works  with   -  Balkanka, 

has developed a unique  electronic  map  for 

monitoring of the existing hydro power plants in 

Bulgaria. ⬧ 

 

 

The 2020 ceremony entitled ‘Civic action is 

up to us’ was held as a part of the 

campaign ‘It’s up to us’ by the civic 

association  "Ravni BG".   It   aims to offer 

a platform for dialogue and joint actions 

against   the   shrinking space for   civic   

activity   in   Bulgaria and the revival of   

anti-liberalism under   the   slogan    of    

pseudo- primitive values. In 2020 'Ravni BG' 

united 29 civil society organizations that 

believe in    democratic    values and work in   

the   field   of   human rights   protection,     

vulnerable groups, sustainable 

development, advocacy   and   others.    

BlueLink is also part of the civic 

association.⬧ 

http://ravni.bg/
http://ravni.bg/


 
 

 
 

SUPPORTING DIALOGUE 

 

Wondering how environmentalists  and   human   rights   defenders   interact   in   Bulgaria and 

to what extent does the upholding of human and social rights play a role in the policies   and   

activities   of    green    activists    and    politicians,   BlueLink    initiated    the project   "Expanding   

green   policy   space   to   human   and   social   rights".   Implementation of the first steps was 

supported by the Friedrich Ebert   Foundation   in   Sofia.   BlueLink aimed to examine existing 

researches, policies, communication and actions of active individuals  and organizations  and 

focus on the   way   in   which   the   representatives  of the two “camps” -  environmentalists  

and human rights defenders -  communicate  to society and to each other. ⬧ 

 

 
THE RIGHT OF HEALTH 

 
In 2020 BlueLink, together with the Smoke-Free Life Coalition and the Smoke  Free Bulgaria 

Association, continued its work in support of initiatives and policies  for tobacco control,  

industry  watch  and  public  health  as  part  of  the  project  People Power: Building Support 

for Tobacco Control Enforcement", supported by the International Union against 

Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases. BlueLink had a key role in the partnership  providing  

communication  support  through  e-communications and online campaigns as  well  as  

expert  analytical  support  working  on  various research reports. 

 

BlueLink kept providing technological support for the e-platform used by citizens to report 

violations on the smoking ban in Bulgaria. The platform was implemented by BlueLink for 

the Smoke Free Bulgaria Association.⬧ 

 

 

 

PARTNERS SUPPORT 

 

In the end of 2020 BlueLink supported two of its key  partners  by  organising  online media 

events for journalists to raise awareness on issues  of  public  interest.  On December 15 

BlueLink and Za Zemiata held a webinar on problems with illegal waste trade in Bulgaria 

and Europe. Experts from Bulgaria and Italy  presented  data  and analysis on illegal waste 

traffic mechanisms, import and incineration. On December 

17 BlueLink and the International Platform  for  International  Development  held  a webinar 

for journalists on Bulgaria’s progress in implementing the UN Sustainable Development  

Goals.  At  the  event  was  presented  a  new  monitoring   report   on   the SDGs implementation 

in regards to migration.⬧ 



 
 

 

 

PRACTICAL RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS 
 

To extend knowledge of  key  problems  and  identify  effective  solutions  for  them, BlueLink 

continued its work in the field of practical research. 
 

AGAINST ONLINE VIOLENCE 

Representatives of Bulgarian civil society and government 

institutions  met In January 2020 to restore cooperation against   

gender-based   violence   online.    This    happened    at an expert 

workshop held   by   BlueLink   and   Bulgaria’s National Council   

on   Equality   between   Women   and   Men. The   fresh   outcomes    

from    an    assessment    recently completed by an expert team, 

including BlueLink, Media Democracy Foundation,   Gender   

Alternatives   Foundation and independent experts, served as a 

basis for their discussion. The report was part of a project 

revealingly entitled "After the   Storm”,   seeking   for   ways   to   

restore policy   dialogue   and   supportive   discourse   against   GBV 

online in   Bulgaria,   implemented  by   BlueLink   and   funded by 

the Feminist Internet Research Network (FIRN) of the Association  

for   Progressive   Communications   (APC). Results of the 

research were presented at the annual Democracy Conference   in   

Varna,   Bulgaria,   in   March,   and at   the   Second   convening    of    

the    Feminist    Internet Research Network that took part online 

in June. ⬧ 

 

 

 

 

SUPPORTIVE INTERACTION 

A study entitled  ‘Expanding  the  green  policy  space  to 

human and social rights in Bulgaria’, was conducted by 

BlueLink  with  the  support  of  the  Friedrich   Ebert 

Foundation in Sofia within the  project  "Expanding  green 

policy space to human and  social  rights".  The  publication 

was  intended  as  a  discussion  paper  for  enhancing 

supportive interaction between  Greens,  on  the  one  hand, 

and human  rights'  and  social  justice  movements  on  the 

other. ⬧ 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RELIGION AND RIGHTS 

TOBACCO CONTROL 

In 2020 BlueLink published  two  research reports 

related to tobacco control  issues. ‘Corona and 

Tobacco’  compared  the  effects of  COVID-19  and  

tobacco  smoking  for  a  6- month  period,  pointing   

out   that   for   the first  six  months  of  the  

pandemic,  COVID-19 killed  much  less  people  

than  smoking,  both in Bulgaria and globally,  but  

the  reactions by society and state institutions are 

disproportional. ‘The Trick with Heated Tobacco 

Products in the Media’ analysed tobacco   industry   

messages   related    to heated tobacco products  in  

media  content. Both researches were implemented 

within BlueLink’s  collaboration  with  the   Smoke 

Free Life Coalition. 

 
Together  with  ICF,  Rand  Europe,  King College 

London and IVO Research Center BlueLink  

continued  implementing  a  project to  analyze   the   

implementation, enforcement and impact of the 

Tobacco Products   Directive      2014/40/EU.      

The results  of  the  project  will  support  the  EC 

with a broad, independent, evidence-based 

analysis of the implementation  of  the Directive by 

the EC, EU Member States and stakeholders such 

as business and civil society.

In  a  series  of  interviews  with  religious  leaders  and/or  communicators  we  tried  to 

find out to what extend, why and in what way different religions affirm: environment 

protection;  healthy  lifestyle  and  the  fight  against  smoking   and   other   addictions; ethnic  

equality;  equality  on  religious  grounds;  equality   on   economic   and   social grounds;  gender  

equality;  equality  of  refugees;   and   the   rights   of   democratic governance and civic  

participation.  These  interviews  were  implemented  with  the support  of  the  Smoke  Free  

Life  Coalition,  the  International  Union   Against Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases and the 

Association  for  Progressive Communications.⬧ 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

STRATEGIC SUPPORT 
 
 

 

In  2020   BlueLink   expressed   support   for   many   public   causes,   campaigns   and positions 

that correspond to the organization’s mission and goals: 

 

In March, 19 Bulgarian civil society organizations, including BlueLink called  on  the Bulgarian 

authorities and  the  European  Commission  to  take  steps  to  ensure  that Bulgaria  takes  

responsibility  for  the   migration   situation   at   the   EU's   external borders with Turkey. 

 

The  brutal  attack  on  Bulgarian  journalist  and  editor-in-chief  of  the  168  Hours newspaper 

Slavi  Angelov  in  March  exposed  the  failure  of  the  Bulgarian  rule  of  law in  one  of  its  

main  duties:  to  ensure  the  security  and  rule  of  law.  This  is  how BlueLink’s Executive  

Editor  analysed  the  case  in  a  text  expressing  BlueLink’s institutional position. 

 

In May  BlueLink  joined  the  global  health  community  in  its  call  on  the  United  Nations to  

include  disinformation  coming  from  the  tobacco   industry   in   its   efforts   to combat 

COVID-19  "disinfodemia".  In  an  open  letter,  the  global  public  health community 

condemned  the  role  of  the  tobacco  industry  in  spreading  misleading messages, such as  

those  that  promote  the  use  of  tobacco  products  and  e-cigarettes during the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

 

In June more than  100  European  civil  society  organisations,  including  BlueLink, supported  

an  open  letter  calling  for  an   increase   of   the   Rights   and   Values programme that was 

cut in a draft 7-year budget for the EU. 

 

BlueLink supported  a  common  opinion  of  Bulgarian  civil  society  organisations, expressing  

a  clear  position  against  a  Bill  on  Amendments  to  the  Law  on  Non-Profit Legal Entities 

(LNPO) in July. Supporting organisations agreed that the proposed amendments  affect  the  

right  of  association,  in  a  discriminative  way   foresee   more strict  requirements  for   the   

non-profit   legal   entities   for   declaring   income   coming from abroad, and aim to limit the 

civil space in Bulgaria. ⬧



 
 

 
 

In  September  BlueLink  called   for   the   immediate release 

of Belarusian environmental activist and established 

expert Irina  Suhi,  abducted  by  security forces from her 

home in Minsk  on  September  6,  2020. Suhi is a leading 

environmentalist in Belarus and a member of the board of 

the Ecodom organization that BlueLink, as well  as  the  

Regional  Environment Center for Central and Eastern 

Europe, have had long-term cooperation with. 

 
More  than  180  representatives  of   civil   society, business 

associations, youth organizations, research institutes,  

academia,   cities,   local   and   regional initiative  bodies  

from  Central  and  Eastern   Europe called on their 

governments to commit to  a  fair  and green  economic  

recovery   in   an   open   letter   in October. BlueLink also 

supported the letter. 

 
BlueLink welcomed  the  European  Democracy  Action Plan 

presented by the  European  Commission  on December 3  to  

empower  citizens  and  build  more resilient democracies 

across  the  EU.  The  Action  Plan sets out measures to 

promote free and fair elections, strengthen  media   freedom   

and   counter disinformation.  Through  it  the   

Commission   is standing up to  challenges  to  our  

democratic  systems from   rising   extremism   and   

perceived   distance between people and politicians. ⬧ 

 

 

 



 
 

 

CAPACITY AND SUPPORT 

The BlueLink  Foundation  was   registered   under Bulgaria’s  

Non-for-profit  Organisations  Act  in  1999  as a legal entity 

supporting the BlueLink.net civil action network. The 

network  has  been  working  for  a democratic, civil and 

environmentally friendly society through  the  free  

exchange  of  information  on   the Internet since 1998. Co-

founders of BlueLink.net are: ECO-CLUB  2000  –  Sofia;   

Public   Center   for Environment and Sustainable 

Development – Varna; Za Zemiata/Friends    of    the    Earth    

Europe;    Centre    for Environmental Education and 

Information  –  Sofia; Balkani Wildlife  Nature  

Conservation  Society  -  Sofia; Geo Eco Club Academica 

Veliko Tarnovo; Terra Environmental Association – 

Blagoevgrad; Semperviva 

– Pernik;  Pavel  Antonov,  PhD;  Vassil  Beyazov,  Dipl. Arch; 

and Willem Tjebbe Oostenbrink. 

 

BlueLinks’ Board continued  to  work  in  2020  consisting of: 

Natalia Dimitrova-Popova, Chair, Pavel Antonov, Milena 

Dimitrova. In 2020, the operational team of BlueLink 

consisted of: Pavel Antonov, Executive Editor; Velina Barova 

- Deputy Editor; Zoya Borisova - administrator;  Plamen  

Peev,  Senior  Legal   Expert; Natalia Dimitrova-Popova, 

Sustainable Development Project's Lead; Ksenia 

Vakhrusheva, EU-Russia  Civil Society Research 

Coordinator; Nikolai  Genov  - responsible for the 

technological infrastructure of the BlueLink websites. ⬧ 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

European Commission 

 

Bulgarian Fund for 

 

 

Communications; 

 

 

 

 

 

and individual donors. 

 

 



 
 

 

  

 
Income in BGN by sources 

Source Income 
% of total 

income 

Reserve by 01.01.2020 13 621.27 6.47% 

Smoke Free Life Coalition 27 760.19 13.19% 

ЕC - LIFE Programme via Justice & Environment 27300.00 12.98% 

ЕC via ICF SA 20 549.30 9.77% 

Citizens for Europe 19 515.00 9.28% 

Ecopartners - Albania 12 996.99 6.18% 

Association for Progressive Communications (APC) 21 228.39 10.09% 

Green European Journal 1911.00  0.91% 

Friedrich Ebert Foundation (FES) 14 668.72 6.97% 

Danube Transnational Programme - DANUrB+ project 0.00  0.00% 

Bulgarian Fund for Women / Ravni BG 3000.00  1.43% 

For the Earth Association 1500.00   0.71% 

Association of European Journalists - Bulgaria 500.00  0,24% 

America for Bulgaria Foundation 37 335.00   17.75% 

Bank taxes refunded 98.50  0.05% 

Donations 8400.00 3.99% 

TOTAL 210 384.36 100.00% 

 
Distribution of expenditure by Strategy Key Action Areas in BGN 

Areas Expenditure 
% of total 

expenditure 

Journalism in public interest 19 876 .00 9.45% 

Public participation / Access to justice 28 845.32 13.71% 

E-communications for civil society 15 858.24 7.54% 

Promoting networks and partnerships 53 240.43 25.31% 

Investigations 34 220.23 16.26% 

Administrative costs  16 421.46 7.81% 

Reserve for 2021 41 922.68  19.93% 

TOTAL 210 384.36  100.00% 



 
 

 

 

  



 

ANOTHER IMPORTANT THING 

 
In  order  to  continue  our  mission  in  support  of  democracy,  civil   society,   European values 

and environmental protection, we need autonomy. You can become part  of BlueLink's actions 

by supporting a project  of  your  choice  with  a  donation  of  a  size that  suits  you  or  with  

voluntary  work.  Make  a  donation  by  bank  transfer   to   the account of the BlueLink Foundation 

in United Bulgarian Bank, IBAN BG90UBBS80021081496840, SWIFT: UBBSBGSF. BlueLink  

accepts  funds  only  if  there  is full confidence  that  the  methods  of  earning  and  acquiring  

them,  as  well  as  the  goals of the donors, do not contradict the ideal goals of BlueLink.net. 

 

Fifteen minutes a day! Your experience and skills are  always  useful:  as  an  author, translator,  

research  assistant,  marketing  or  legal   specialist,  ecologist,   sociologist  or just a person. 

You just have to have the time and  desire  to  change.  For  contacts related to donations,  

financial  or  other  support  for  our  activities, or  just  to  learn  what we do and how to join, 

write to office <at> bluelink.net or call 0888 704661. ⬧ 


