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On Course for Nature, Democracy, Europe!

Heavy clouds are gathering along the path drawn by
BlueLink’s mission - both in Bulgaria, across Europe
and even across the ocean. They obscure civil society’s

b * o way forward toward the shared European values that
‘BlueLink we stand for.

In Bulgaria and the other post-socialist countries, we
considered media, thought control, brainwashing,
nationalist propaganda and the rejection of the rule of
law to be local symptoms of an immature democracy. It
is now clear that these phenomena are global, and that
the monopolisation of digital communications, "data
capitalism", and digital interference with democracy are
part of the problem, not the solution.

They impose on us the illusion that the richer societies become, the less committed people become
to equality, social justice, human and minority rights, and nature conservation - that they have less
and less need for truth, science and facts.

This, of course, is not true. People live best in a strong, secular, democratic state that guarantees
the rule of law, equality, respect for the rights and dignity of others, and a free market for small and
medium-sized businesses. Following these principles makes a united Europe the most successful
model of governance. This is precisely why a united Europe is the object of hatred, and recently
also of open economic and military pressure, from less successful countries and their authoritarian
leaders.

At the same time, Europe has internal weaknesses, primarily caused by a desire for unlimited
economic and political power, especially at the national level, such as corruption and inefficient
administration. Overcoming these — strengthening and improving the EU project, protecting human
rights, democracy and the environment — is a significant task for free-thinking citizens and their
organisations.

BlueLink’s mission, reconfirmed in 2023, is to support them — especially with the help of digital
communication. We do this in Bulgaria, its neighbouring countries, across the EU and — to the best
of our ability — globally. In 2024, we launched our new four-year strategy, which will run until 2027.
This report outlines how it is implemented

Specifically, our strategy emphasises the connection between human rights and climate change.
This interrelationship is enshrined in both EU and national legislation, and we are strengthening it
through several joint projects with the Justice and Environment (J&E) network, of which we are a
member. Results are promising: we are receiving encouraging feedback from government
institutions and civil society stakeholders at both national and European levels, as well as donor
support for expansion. This next phase aims to connect children's rights with climate change and



to link the EU Charter of Fundamental Human Rights with EU environmental law, for instance. We
are also co-launching a three-year project to support environmental rights defenders across
Europe, led by the European Environment Bureau in Brussels and co-financed by the European
LIFE programme.

We received a small but very encouraging donation from Bulgarian civic organisations — members
of the civil association RavniBG — through their Solidarity Fund. With his help, we will investigate
and report on seven stories of the strategic use of digital communication by defenders of human
rights and women's rights. Such financial support from our target community, which enables us to
work on the core of BlueLink's mission, gives us wings. Thank you!

We continue to strengthen civil society organisations and initiatives. BlueLink.net is a support
network for civil society coalitions centred around two key issues: climate change and tobacco
control. Through them, we encounter similar problems and seek solutions, namely supporting
independent science and ensuring that public policies are shaped from it, in the public interest,
and free from corporate interference and greenwashing.

In the summer of 2024, BluelLink, in collaboration with the Ministry of Environment and Water,
hosted a parallel event at the meeting of the International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in
Sofia. It directed our efforts towards creating an independent scientific advisory board with
adequate participation of civil society.

We also continue to build capacity for scientific and fact-based journalism. At the beginning of the
year, we trained over 20 European journalists in Vienna to cover the issue of climate rights. We
are forging closer and more analytical collaborations to understand and counter the patterns of
manipulation that affect everything we do as activists, journalists and advocates, with public and
individual perceptions — especially among young people. This marks an exciting and certainly
optimistic development.

With appreciation for the dedicated work of those who stand up for European values, the
environment, and democracy, and for the BlueLink team, | am pleased to present to you our
accomplishments in 2024, which were made possible with their support. If you are interested, you
can get involved with our work and ideas and, of course, support our further work financially. Only
with your help will we be able to overcome attacks and bureaucratic and donor dependency, and
thereby fulfil our shared mission.

Pavel Antonov, PhD, Executive Editor and Co-Founder, BlueLink.net

Mission and strategic objectives

BlueLink is registered under the Law on Non-Profit Legal Entities in Bulgaria as a public interest
foundation with the following goals:

e To contribute to the protection and preservation of the environment.
e To promote the development of democracy and civil society in Bulgaria by popularising the
values of a United Europe.



To support development, efficiency and cooperation in the civil society sector.
To establish an independent forum for the free exchange of civil society information for the
Foundation's purposes.

e To facilitate the connection between civic organisations and other stakeholders in public
life through an online platform.

CONTINUED

To achieve these goals, BlueLink's current strategy defines the following key areas of action in the
period 2024-2027:

1. Maintaining a platform for the independent exchange of information between civic
organisations whose values and scope of work align with BlueLink's mission.

2. Connecting civic organisations and other participants in public processes through an
electronic network and creating workflows for planning joint activities.

3. Improving the participation of civic organisations in public decision-making processes and
their access to information and justice.

In this report, we present our progress in these domains in 2024.

The people at BlueLink

There is no progress without people! On 19 June 2024, the Council of Trustees (CoT) of the
BlueLink Foundation met for the first time (since in 2023, the supreme body of the Foundation was
called the "Council of Founders"). Formed following changes to BlueLink's charter in 2023, the
CoT consists of the same people and organisations but is now permitted to increase or reduce its
membership.

CoT members (pictured below) gathered in the cosy space Magnet of Za Zemiata (For the Earth)
For the Earth, to analyse social and political developments over the past year and their impact on
civil society, particularly on human rights and the work of non-governmental organisations that
defend them.. All of this is directly related to BlueLink’s mission, and like-minded people exchanged
views on the opportunities and challenges brought by the changes in Bulgaria and around the
world.

llian lliev, the famous Varna environmentalist and former member of the Board of Directors of
BlueLink, as well as its founder since 1998 on behalf of the Public Centre for Environment and
Sustainable Development - Varna, was accepted as a member of the CoT. Less active non-
governmental organisations were written off: ECO-CLUB 2000, Information and Education Centre
for the Environment, Geo-Eco Club Academica - Veliko Tarnovo and Eco Club Tera - Blagoevgrad.
Their representatives — Dimitur Vasilev, Milena Dimitrova, Kamelia Dzhanabetska, and Nataliya
Dimitrova-Popova, respectively — were accepted in their place as individual members of the
BlueLink board of directors. Architect Vasil Beyazov was released from the CoT upon his request.

In this way, the Board of Trustees retained its number of participants. It re-elected the management
board of BlueLink, which consists of Chairperson Milena Dimitrova, Nataliya Dimitrova-Popova
and Managing Editor Pavel Antonov, PhD, who leads the foundation's operational team.



The members of the BlueLink team are: Zoya Borisova, head of administration and project
coordinator; Ivan Kutsarov, project manager (since July 2024); Polina Slavcheva, manager of
communications and climate projects (until July 2024); Nina Leseva, administrative assistant (until
September 2024); Plamen Peev, PhD, environmental and climate policy adviser; Nikolay Genov,
IT systems adviser; and Simeon Borisov, accountant.

A shield for defenders

In October 2024, the BlueLink Foundation joined a mass-scale survey of environmental
and climate advocates in Bulgaria and Europe. The study is conducted within the
framework of the European Union project BeLIFE, whose main objective is to identify the
challenges, risks and needs faced by people and organisations involved in the protection
of nature and climate rights.

MPOEKT BELIFE




The project pays particular attention to youth movements but concerns all citizens who
seek to exercise their right to a clean environment and a sustainable future. It aims to hear
the voices of those on the ground, whether they are about institutional barriers, legal
threats, or a lack of resources, in order to develop adequate forms of support and
empowerment. BeLIFE is funded by the European Union's LIFE program.

Improved access to justice

In early March 2024, BlueLink submitted an analytical report to the Ministry of Environment
and Water, presenting concrete proposals for improving citizens' access to justice in
environmental disputes. The document was prepared by Plamen Peev, PhD, senior legal
expert of BlueLink. Based on an institutional roundtable held in November 2023, jointly
with the MoEW and the European network Justice and Environment (J&E), the report
contains recommendations for institutions. Chief among them: more accessible
procedures, lower court fees, better information for affected parties and an active role for
civil society organisations. Special attention is paid to cases in which local eco-inspections
refuse to provide information on imposed sanctions, as well as to the problems with
allowing preliminary applications of controversial decisions. The report was produced as
part of a J&E framework project funded by the EU LIFE programme.

Independent Climate Science Council

On 31 July 2024, BlueLink, together with Climate Coalition - Bulgaria,
Klimateka and Gorichka, organised a satellite event to the 61t session
RIGHTS of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The
discussion, supported by the Department for the Environment and
Water, was entitled 'Why is it important that climate science advice
operates to the IPCC's highest scientific standards?' It encouraged the
creation of a strong and independent advisory body on climate issues
in  Bulgaria,
following
successful
examples in
other
countries,
both in
Europe and beyond. Dr. Plamen Peev
from BlueLink (pictured left) presented a
typology of climate advisory bodies,
classifying them according to function
and benefits, along with key findings
from an institutional and legal analysis
of the Bulgarian and European
regulations governing their functioning.




Ola Altero of the Climate Policy Council of Sweden emphasised that the council's task is to assess
whether the government's policies meet the climate goals adopted by parliament, providing
understandable and credible information that earns public trust. On the Bulgarian side, the
discussion included not only representatives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and
Communications, but also scientists from Sofia University and the Bulgarian Academy of Science.
Peev was confident that, with the combined efforts of the scientific community, civil sector, and
institutions, Bulgaria could build an independent, effective, and socially legitimate advisory body
capable of supporting ambitious and scientifically grounded climate goals.

Ecojustice in Albania

BlueLink supports environmental justice in Albania, in
partnership with the Resource Centre for the
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE ENvironment (REC Albania), the Balkan Investigative
C:j ALBANIA - EJA Journalism Network (BIRN) and other organisations.

The project, called Environmental Justice in Albania

(EJA), is funded by the European Union and aims to
improve the implementation of environmental legislation, enhance the effectiveness of law
enforcement, and raise public awareness of environmental crimes.

The project fosters a coalition between civil society organisations and the media, strengthening
their interaction with law enforcement and judicial institutions in Albania. BlueLink is contributing
by conducting a review and selection of existing platforms and tools for the protection of
environmental justice across Europe, as well as good practices and organisations with experience
in preventing and prosecuting environmental crimes.

Online support

Connecting and interacting with like-minded people and organisations is key to everything we do.
In 2024, we continued to build meaningful partnerships with both European organisations and civil
networks in our country. For us, collaboration is not just a way of working, but an essential part of
what drives us.

Climate Coalition - Bulgaria

By providing structural and communication support to the Climate Coalition - Bulgaria (CCB) since
its inception, BlueLink conducts regular communication meetings for its members and maintains
the CCB's newsletter and website. We systematise media and digital communication, including
through the CCB social network profile on Facebook. Finally, BlueLink experts analyse and
structure the advocacy goals of the CCB and its members.

In response to the growing disconnect between renewable energy investment and biodiversity and
farmland conservation, we held a solutions workshop in March. Conservationists and climate
justice advocates (pictured below) exchanged potential solutions and outlined mutually acceptable
next steps. On 8 and 9 October 2024, BlueLink held the annual meeting of the CCB.



Over 20 participants from
various member
organisations of the Climate
Coalition, as well as
individual members,
gathered in Sofia to discuss
the achievements and
challenges in their work for
climate justice. The main
advocacy priorities included
a proposal to update the
Climate Change Limitation
Act (CLAC), the
establishment of a National
Expert Council on Climate
Change (NESIC) involving
independent scientists and
civic organisations, and an
improved legislative framework for energy and renewable sources. The work program was
attended by representatives of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
UNICEF, who declared their readiness for continued dialogue with the civil sector.

Smoke-Free Life Coalition

As a co-founder of the tobacco control movement, BlueLink provides constant communication and
analytical support to the Coalition for Smoke-Free Life. In 2024, we investigated manipulative
messaging and lobbying in favour of the tobacco industry, contributed to opinions on legislative
initiatives, co-hosted public and media events, and contributed to scientific analysis and debate.
We supported research by Dimitar Sabev, PhD, from the Institute for Economic Research at the
Bulgarian Telegraph Agency (BTA, pictured below, centre), in partnership with the Vienna Institute
for International Economic Studies and the Coalition for Smoke-Free Life. The study found that by
moving more quickly to the mandatory European level of tobacco excise rates, Bulgaria would
increase tax revenues from tobacco products from BGN 1.4 to 1.9 billion in a 3-year period.
Significantly, such a
step would also help
prevent the premature
death of approximately
48,000 Bulgarians due
to tobacco use. The
study recommends
increasing the
minimum excise duties
by over 55%. We
presented this
research in November
2024 at a press
conference at the BTA.




RavniBG

RavniBG is a civil association dedicated to promoting democracy, human rights, sustainable
development and the well-being of vulnerable groups, of which BlueLink is a member. In October
2024, on the eve of the parliamentary elections, 37 civil organisations united behind the "Open
Pre-Election Declaration" to restore the democratic dialogue, both among political forces and
between them and civil society. BlueLink is one of the signatories.

We called for accessible and transparent funding for civil society organisations, especially in the
context of growing attempts to stigmatise the non-profit sector through accusations of "foreign
influence". We proposed the introduction of reliable mechanisms for direct financing of non-profit
organisations in the public interest through the annual tax declarations, the launch of funds to
support human rights and environmental protection activities, as well as the reduction of
administrative pressure on non-governmental organisations.

We have protected independent science — governments must abandon the political and media
promotion of pseudoscientific fallacies that influence policymaking in sensitive areas such as
climate change, health, smoking and gender-based violence. Decisions that affect all our lives —
from the environment to equality — cannot rest on conspiracy theories but must be based on
scientific evidence and objective knowledge.

A global perspective

In September 2024, BlueLink joined the national debate around Bulgaria's place in international
climate diplomacy. Managing editor Pavel Antonov (pictured on the screen) was a panellist at the
conference "Climate diplomacy: opportunities and perspectives for Bulgaria", organised by the
Society for the United Nations in Bulgaria and the Diplomatic Institute at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

Antonov emphasised the role of
civic organisations in climate
diplomacy and that the climate
i crisis is already a threat to
national security. He called for a
clearer prioritisation of the
climate goals in foreign policy
and for engaging the civil sector,
which has a a fundamental role in
their implementation.

Against ChatControl

In September 2024, BlueLink took a clear and reasoned position against the European
Commission's proposal for a regulation known as ChatControl. In a letter to the Minister of the
Interior, Atanas llkov, BluelLink called on Bulgaria to reconsider its previous position and vote
against the proposal at the EU Council meeting on October 10. We referred to the opinion of



Electronic Frontier Bulgaria, which asserts that the proposed mechanism does not protect children,
but rather gives direct access to citizens' phones. This will affect widely used communication
applications, such as WhatsApp, Signal, Viber, and others, through which millions of people in
Bulgaria and Europe conduct personal, confidential, and professional conversations daily.
Ultimately, ChatControl failed to secure the necessary qualified majority in the Council of the EU,
fell into bureaucratic limbo and has yet to be adopted. For now, at least, arguments in defence of
personal integrity have prevailed, thanks to the decisive intervention of civil society organisations.

Voices of the Global South

NGO representatives from the Global South shared their vision for the future of the EU at a
thematic meeting organised by BlueLink in Chiang Mai, Thailand, as part of the Association for
Progressive Communications (APC) Global Forum, of which BlueLink has been a member since
2000. The meeting analysed perspectives from the Global South on the dilemma between
economic growth and climate security — an issue directly relevant to European policies. BlueLink’s
managing editor, Pavel Antonov (pictured below, left), was re-elected as a member of the APC
Board of Directors.

—

Human rights and nature

Recognising the climate rights vision developed with the DACE

project in March 2024, "BluelLink" joined as a Bulgarian partner

in the new two-year project, “Strategic Lawsuits and Rights

Related to the Environment” (STELLAR). It aims to raise

/J o) awareness among EU citizens of the possibilities of the Charter

of Fundamental Rights of the European Union to protect their

R IGHTS rights in the context of the European Union's climate and energy
policies.
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STELLAR examines how the Charter, as the primary legal instrument of the EU, is implemented
at the national level. It also facilitates public and expert discussions and promotes the strategic
use of judicial mechanisms to safeguard the environment and the fundamental rights outlined in
the Charter in the context of climate and energy policy implementation.

Within the framework of the project, BlueLink studies the national application of the principles and
rights outlined in the Charter — specifically, the protection of the environment, the rights of access
to good administration, information, and justice, as well as their relationship to the fields of energy
and climate policy. Avenues to improve the implementation of the Charter are being explored,
including through strategic litigation.

Climate rights of future generations

On 15 October 2024, an international conference dedicated to climate rights and justice was held
in Brussels, bringing together approximately 150 lawyers, legal experts, researchers, and climate
advocates from across Europe. The forum was organised by the Justice and Environment (J&E)
network under the EU-funded DACE pilot project. The purpose of the event was to explore the
relationship between human rights and climate change, and to discuss potential future legal
mechanisms for their protection.

Among the highlights was the presentation of a study with lead author Plamen Peev (pictured
below, right), PhD, senior legal expert at BlueLink. It considers climate rights as an innovative legal
concept that brings together different categories of rights related to climate change at the
international, European, and national levels. "We see climate rights as a means of building a just
and engaged society where climate justice and protection from the impacts of climate change are
high on the agenda of governments, businesses and the media," Peev said. He emphasised that
the report launched a comprehensive concept of climate rights that would inform actions at the
national and European levels.

The discussions at the forum revealed that climate rights are emerging as a new legal framework,
in which the principle of intergenerational justice holds a unique place — the obligation to ensure
that today's decisions guarantee the right to a safe climate for future generations.
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Katalin Sulyok, adviser to Hungary's Ombudsman, pointed out that this vision is reinforced by
international court decisions that extend human rights into the future and impose a duty of care on
states and corporations. Dr. Elizabeth Stern (pictured above, left) presented the historic decision
of the European Court of Human Rights in the case of the Swiss organisation KlimaSeniorinnen in
April 2024. 1t confirms that climate protection is a human right, according to J&E coordinator Dr.
Csaba Kiss. The Brussels Forum has set a clear course: establishing climate rights as a key tool
to protect people and nature — today and for generations to come.

Children also have a say on the climate

In May 2024, BlueLink Foundation
joined the European project,
“Environment, Rights, Children”
(ENRICH) led by J&E. The project
promotes the participation of children
and youth in the formulation of policies
related to climate change and the
environment, highlighting the
connection between the climate crisis
and children's rights. The project aligns
with the European Strategy for the
Rights of the Child. BlueLink
participates in the ENRICH project as
one of seven partners from different
European countries. The project
focuses on children's rights in the
context of the climate crisis, aiming to
raise awareness of the link between
climate change and children's rights, and to strengthen opportunities for children to express their
views and participate in environmental decision-making processes. The project involves civil
society organisations and activists in the fields of environment and climate, defenders of children's
rights, teachers, and politicians responsible for policies related to children and the environment.

Charter for sustainable tourism

On 2 April 2024, the Ministry of the
Environment and Waters signed the Charter
for Sustainable Tourism in Bulgaria — a key,
ethically grounded document that lays the
foundation for more responsible and
environmentally friendly development of the
sector. Representatives of the Ministry of
Tourism, the Ministry of Education, the
Bulgarian Tourist Chamber, environmental
protection and tourism organisations, as well
as the civil action network Bluelink, also
signed the Charter.

12



For environmentally responsible governance

In April 2024, amendments to the Investment
Promotion Law were passed by the 49"
National Assembly, introducing hidden and
alarming changes to three key laws — the
Environmental Protection Act (EPA), the
Spatial Planning Act (ZUT), and the Renewable
Energy Act (RESA). Adopted without public
discussion and contrary to constitutional
procedures, these changes threatened to limit
citizens' access to justice in cases affecting the
environment — a fundamental right guaranteed
by the Constitution of the Republic of Bulgaria
and the international treaties to which the
country is a party.

In response, BlueLink supported the demands of the Coalition for Nature in Bulgaria and the
"Access to Justice" Program, and asked President Rumen Radev to impose a veto. On 29 April
2024, the head of state took this action, articulating the risk of deterioration in environmental
protection and public interest. Through joint civil resistance, in which BlueLink participated, the
draft laws were successfully blocked in the current 50" National Assembly.

On the eve of the 2024 European Parliament
elections (pictured left), J&E, with the active
participation of BlueLink as a member, made
a clear and categorical appeal to Bulgarian
political forces for a more ambitious and fair
policy in favour of the climate and the
environment. In an open letter addressed to
all parties participating in the European
elections, experts outlined key areas where
Europe is lagging or applying solutions that
are not sufficiently effective. Particular
attention was paid to the need to improve
access to justice in environmental matters.

A clean environment is a human right too

In March 2024, BlueLink joined an international appeal to recognise the right to a clean, healthy,
and sustainable environment as a fundamental human right at the European level. The initiative is
supported by nearly 200 civil society organisations and social movements from all over Europe.

In an open letter to foreign ministers and permanent representatives in the Council of Europe, the
organisations demanded the adoption of an additional protocol to the European Convention on
Human Rights that would guarantee this right as a legally binding obligation. The protocol would
fill a gap in the European legal protection of human rights in the context of climate change.

13



Sustainability reporting in the EU

On 12 December 2024, over 90 European civic organisations, businesses, investors, and financial
institutions, including the BlueLink Foundation, expressed deep concern about the way EU
sustainability regulations — particularly corporate reporting obligations — have been portrayed as a
threat to competitiveness. The organisations that signed the statement urge European and national
institutions to prioritise the effective and coherent implementation of the standards, rather than
allowing them to be weakened by legal ambiguity and political manoeuvring.

Against hate speech

BluelLink supported a civil protest against changes to the Law on Preschool and School Education,
which would prohibit "propaganda of non-traditional sexual orientation" in schools. In accordance
with its ideal goal of promoting democracy, civil society and the application of European values,
BlueLink supported the protest statement published by the organisations: Association of European
Journalists - Bulgaria, GLAS Foundation, Bilitis Foundation, Shalom Organisation of Jews in
Bulgaria, Pro-European Network Association, and Roma for Democracy Foundation.

The authors of the statement defined the changes as part of the so-called "Kremlin package",
aimed at weakening democracy and polarising society. Notably, the legislative changes are likely
to encounter significant legal challenges and cause disruption in schools. According to the
statement, "Students, teachers and principals will live at risk of becoming the target of a 'witch
hunt' just because they talk about ordinary topics that are important to any young person".

Journalism in the public interest

In 2024, BluelLink continued to support journalism in the public interest as a means of protecting
democracy, human rights and the environment. We have published investigations, analyses and
commentaries on a range of public interest topics — from tobacco industry influence and
disinformation, to climate policy, to threats to the right of access to information. The fight for truth
continues.

14



On 2 April 2024, International Fact-Checking Day, we participated in the conference "Defending
Democracy in the Balkans: Protecting Information Integrity in the Digital Age" in Skopje. The
organisers were the Metamorphosis Foundation and the Network for Combating Disinformation in
the Balkans, of which BlueLink is a member. Nina Leseva presented her experience in
investigating disinformation practices, as well as initiatives to develop journalism in the public
interest and strengthen trust in verified, independent information.

Climate rights coverage training in Vienna

Twenty journalists from 13 countries gathered in Vienna on 25-26 February 2024, at an event
organised by the BlueLink Foundation and the European network Justice & Environment (J&E).
The international workshop was dedicated to climate rights and legal cases related to them. The
event was moderated by multi-platform journalist and CNN reporter Elinda Labropoulou (pictured
below, second from left) and Pavel Antonov, PhD, managing editor of BlueLink and an expert in
environmental journalism.

ot

: - RNl | k- The
Topics covered included: the appeal against tax breaks for air travel in Austria, the legal battle
against the expansion of the Vienna airport, the case against a shale gas plant in Estonia, the
claims to block oil fields in Norway, and the landmark case of the "Association of Older Women for
Climate and Others v Switzerland" heard by the European Court of Human Rights.

Investigating the Tobacco Industry

At the end of January 2024, BlueLink and the platform Euromegdan.bg
published an investigation into the methods by which tobacco companies
circumvent international restrictions on their heated products and even
market them as "safer". One of these is the so-called "hot journalism". The
analysis of over 100 online publications between January and October 2023
revealed that corporate messages are overwhelmingly present in editorial
content, regardless of requirements regarding advertising or sponsored
content labelling.
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Thus, the media bombards the public with unproven claims that popular tobacco heating devices
are "less harmful." The investigation raised sharp questions for institutions and the media about
the observance of ethical standards, the protection of public interest, and the need for real control
over corporate influence.

Journalism ‘open air’ workshop in Simeonovo

As part of the support for the Coalition for Smoke-Free Life, Pavel Antonov from BlueLink held a
two-day journalistic ‘open air’ workshop on 24-25 March 2024. The event was structured around
the discussions, experiences and opinions of journalists. The organisers presented the Tobacco
Control Resistance Index, which revealed Bulgaria's significant lag in implementing effective
tobacco control measures. Honoured at a ceremony, the journalists and media platforms most
dedicated and responsible for the rule of law regarding the use of tobacco — television channel
"Bulgaria on Air", Radio Blagoevgrad, as well as BTV host Dr. Nedelya Stonova — were awarded
for their overall contribution to the promotion of a healthy lifestyle. They received paintings from
the artist Vili Nikolov (pictured below, left). The creative agency “Smarts” also received a special
award.

Our own journalism

BlueLink is committed to in-depth knowledge and research, which are essential to achieving our
mission. We rely on quality journalism that adheres to its ethical and professional norms for the
public benefit. That is why we are seeking various opportunities to enhance the capacity of
journalists and media who uphold this approach, as well as develop our own journalistic content
under the Evromegdan brand. Examples of our materials published on bluelink.net in 2024 include:

Al Makes Elections (29 August 2024), which argues that artificial intelligence (Al) is no longer just
a topic of conversation but also a real participant in electoral processes around the world. On the
eve of the 2024 global election cycle, in which citizens of 72 countries were to choose their leaders,
BlueLink turned its attention to the new weapon in the power struggle — generative Al. In this
publication, BlueLink journalist Nina Leseva examines the risks that technologies for generating
text, images, video and sound pose to democracy — especially when exploited by unscrupulous
political players.

The Digital Olympic War (12 August 2024), which describes the digital propaganda campaign that
accompanied the Summer Olympic Games in Paris. lvan Kutsarov, a member of the BlueLink
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team, took an in-depth look at how the Russian state and related networks utilised the event for
political destruction and instilling distrust in liberal democracy.

"Trump won - long live Europe!" (10 November 2024), which offered a critical analysis of the
consequences of Donald Trump's re-election to a second term, provoking reflection on the future
of both America and Europe. BlueLink Managing Editor Pavel Antonov, PhD, argued that
ultimately, against the backdrop of changes in the US, the EU remains a champion of democracy
and human rights, and a major irritant for anti-democratic regimes. However, this also allows the
EU to strengthen its own identity and values.

Analyses and research

Successfully addressing the problems facing civil society requires a thorough understanding and
analysis of the processes that cause them, as well as the available countermeasures.

Our climate rights

In October 2024, BluelLink published "Our
climate rights: Which laws allow us to defend
them and are we as a society ready for it?".
The publication is part of the project,
"Discussions and Actions on Climate and Hawwure
Environment" (DACE), which is carried out KIMMATUYHUA
jointly with the European network Justice and n q Bq
Environment (J&E) and supported by the

Executive Agency for Education and Culture ; e
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underpinning the concept of "climate
rights" in the European Union and
Bulgaria, including what these rights
entail, which laws guarantee them, the
mechanisms for their implementation, and
the extent to which citizens are prepared to
defend them. The book also includes an
analysis of three successful climate cases
conducted in Bulgaria, as well as landmark
international cases. According to sociological
surveys cited, nearly 80% of Bulgarians {
consider climate change to be a crisis or a % S
serious problem. Cover illustration by Anna 3 '
Toth.
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A just energy transition

AOKMAL

TepuTopuanHu 1 pasnpeaeuTesHu
acneKTU Ha CnpaBef/IMBUS NPEXOA,
B MPOEKTa Ha aKTya/M3upaHus
HauuoHaneH nnaH 3a eHepreTuka
M KMMat Ha Bbarapus

WHCTUTYT 3A PEGOPMU,

B CHTPYAHMYECTBO C ®OHAAUMA BNY/IUHK®

Bapusaea 2024

REFORM  Bluelink'

L

In June 2024, BlueLink and the Institute for Reforms -
Poland presented the results of their joint analysis of
Bulgaria's updated “Integrated National Energy and
Climate Plan” (INPEC). This strategic document, drawn up
in accordance with EU Regulation 2018/1999, outlines the
country's path to achieving climate neutrality. The plan sets
ambitious targets: a 34.48% share of renewable sources by
2030, including 55.51% for electricity, 43.66% for heating
and cooling and 29.66% for transport, as well as reducing
primary energy consumption by 11.6% and final energy
consumption by 10.7%. It stipulates the end of coal-fired
power generation by 2038, funded by nearly BGN 2.9
billion from the Just Transition Fund. However, despite its
ambitious goals, the report shows that the plan lacks
concrete mechanisms for its implementation. Most
concerning is the absence of a clear plan for transforming
the coal regions, measures to retrain and support affected
communities, and adequate action to address energy and
transport poverty. Principles of just transition are
mentioned, but without practical tools, deadlines, or proper

public consultation.

Heated tobacco delusions

In this publication, we exposed the threat caused by
misleading claims of “reduced harm” and “improved
safety” regarding newly introduced heated tobacco
and nicotine products. We investigated the methods
used by tobacco companies to disseminate these
delusions in the media, scientific and medical circles,
and the National Assembly, and presented a review
of the scientific evidence that refutes the industry's
claims. We exposed pseudo-scientific organisations
whose sole purpose is to run targeted events. We
compared social media posts sponsored by tobacco
companies with those allegedly editorialised, and
found them to be identical. The Coalition for Smoke-
Free Life presented the edition to experts, activists
and representatives of institutions involved in the
right to health.

HazpeBaemu mlomloneBu
3abAykgeHus

Kak TIoTIoHeBWTe KOMMaHUM IAHCUPAT NOABEXKAALLMN TEBPASHUS
Npeq MegunTe, Haykata 1 ynpasfeHueTo Ha AbpKasara

Lpn
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Geopolitical and environmental security

The term "polycrisis" has become a central topic of European public debate. Pandemics, supply
chain disruptions, war, the rising cost of living, and climate change are creating multiple crises that
fuel uncertainty, instability, and mistrust, thus having a significant impact on the European Union
and democracy. These problems are felt particularly acutely in Eastern Europe. In early November,
Ivan Koutsarov, project manager at BlueLink, participated in a conference on the matter hosted by
the Green European Foundation (GEF) in Vilnius, Lithuania. The event brought together
representatives from civil society, scientists, activists, and politicians from the Baltic region, as well
as participants from across Europe. They discussed responses to overlapping crises and
strategies for building resilience in the face of social, environmental, and geopolitical challenges.

Indeed, Europe must
transition from a growth-
oriented economy to a post-
growth welfare economy,
while protecting itself and its
allies against military
aggression. In  December
2024, over 40 experts,
advocates, activists, and
politicians engaged in green
politics gathered in Sofia,
Bulgaria, to discuss how this
transition can be achieved.

\ PR

. 4

The discussion took place during BlueLink’s launch event of the book "Geopolitics after growth in
Europe" by the Green European Foundation (GEF). At the event, environmentalist Zoya Borisova,
Head of Administration at BluelLink, presented the Bulgarian edition to the co-chair of "Green
Movement" Daniela Bozhinova, the expert environmentalist Petko Tsvetkov from the Balkani
Wildlife Association, and the former green Deputy Prime Minister for climate policies and Minister
of Environment and Water Borislav Sandov (pictured from left to right).

Measuring steel emissions

BlueLink contributed to a European study that investigated the extent to which the steel industry
in Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary, Croatia, and Bosnia and Herzegovina, adheres
to environmental permit requirements, and what opportunities exist to achieve better
environmental performance through legal action. The Bulgarian contribution to the research carried
out by BlueLink focuses on the assessment of Steel Industries - Pernik, one of the leading
Bulgarian companies in the field. Analysis by Dr. Eng. lliyan Mitov did not reveal any violations
during the issuance of the permit. The enterprise's indicators align with environmental standards
at various stages of production. Building own photovoltaic system to reduce energy footprint and
move closer to the goal of green steel is recommended. An analysis of various legal recourses,
access to information and public participation in environmental impact assessments, as well as
appeal procedures against decisions and possible litigation, found that the aim of these measures
is not to close plants, but to improve production processes and achieve genuine decarbonization.
Prominent green conomist Petko Kovatchev reviewed the findings. e
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Financial report

BlueLink Foundation 2024

Revenues in BGN by source

Source Income
% of total revenue

Availability as of 01.01.2024. 87,278.81 15.71%
EU CERV program through J&E 199,758.58 35.97%
European Climate Foundation (ECF) 144,996.84 26.11%
EU through Europe Aid / REC Albania 52,963.84 9.54%
EU LIFE+ program through J&E 35,127.00 6.32%
Smoke-free Life Coalition 24,273.94 4.37%
Bulgarian Women's Fund (BFJ) 7,000.00 1.26%
Green European Foundation (GEF) 3,420.71 0.62%
Friedrich Ebert Foundation (FES) 250.00 0.05%
Bank charges refunded 64.80 0.01%
Donations 284.00 0.05%

100.00%
TOTAL 555,418.52

BlueLink Foundation 2024
Distribution of costs in BGN by strategic directions
Direction Expense % of total
cost

Journalism in the public interest 42,438.41 7.64%
Civic participation/access to justice 93,846.03 16.90%
E-Communications for Civil Society 6,352.73 1.14%
Fostering networks and partnerships 68,815.88 12.39%
Research 85,319.45 15.36%
Administrative costs 7,893.08 1.42%
Availability as of 31.12.2025 250,752.94 45.15%
TOTAL 555,418.52 100.00%
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Cooperation and support!

Please support our mission and
efforts with a donation to the
BlueLink Foundation account at
United Bulgarian Bank, IBAN
BG90UBBS80021081496840,
SWIFT: UBBSBGSF.

If you have an idea for a project that
aligns with BlueLink's mission, we
can implement it together.

At BlueLink, we accept funds only if
we have complete confidence that
the methods of their procurement
and the goals of the donors do not
contradict the mission of the
foundation.

Your experience and skills are
always welcome — whether as an
author,  translator, researcher,
marketing or legal specialist, or
enthusiast!

Join our community of like-minded
people who are changing the world
at
https://www.facebook.com/bluelink.net

Discover more about BlueLink and
our activities at www.bluelink.net.

For possible cooperation,
volunteering, donation or a quick
chat, write us an email to
office@bluelink.net.

You are also welcome to call or
message +359 888 704 661, write
us a letter, or just stop by for tea
in the Novator space, Floor 2, 20
Serdika Str. Sofia 1000, Bulgaria.

DIGITAL
EMPOWERMENT

CIVIL

"Human ) SOCIETY
RIGHTS

(@]
e o ® .
®
WE AMPLIFY THE VOICES FOR A GREEN FUTURE,
DEMOCRACY AND EUROPEAN VALUES

PARTICIPATION

EUROPEAN
VALUES
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